
Indoor Bulb Planters 

 

If you want to have some indoor colour in January, February and March, growing indoor 

bulb planters is a great idea. 

 

Choosing bulbs 

 

1. Choose good quality, large size bulbs 

2. They should be firm and clear of any mould or mildew 

3. Mini daffs such as Tete a Tete, hyacinths, muscari, crocus and tulips are all good 

choices 

 

Containers 

 

1. Clay, resin or plastic, washed, with a saucer 

2. At least 6” deep 

3. Several drainage holes 

 

Soil 

 

1. New potting soil, not garden soil 

2. Moisten lightly 

 

Planting 

 

1. Fill the pot about 1/3 full with potting soil 

2. Stand the bulbs in the soil, with the root area in the soil and noses upward 

3. Plant close together – about 3 hyacinths or 15 crocus will fit in a 6” pot 

4. Put the flat side of tulips next to the rim of the pot since the largest leaf will 

emerge and grow on that side, producing a more pleasing looking pot 

5. Plant tulips and daffs 4” deep, crocus 2” deep, tulips 5” 

6. Carefully fill in with the potting soil. Tap the pot gently to settle the soil 

7. Leave ¼” to ½” space at the top of the pot to allow for watering. 

8. The noses of the bulbs should be just below the rim of the pot 

 

 

Cold Treatment 

 

1. Your bulbs will need cold temperature treatment of 35 to 40 F for a minimum of 

12 to 13 weeks to simulate winter. Mark the calendar to remind yourself when to 

check them 

2. Suitable places to store – unheated attic or basement, root cellar, they must not 

freeze; keep away from mice 

3. Outdoors – dig a hole cover with at least 10” of soil and 10” of mulch and chicken 

wire to keep the animals from discovering them 

4. Fridge – in an old fridge covered with a plastic bag with a few breathing holes 

poked in it 

 



Forcing bulbs to bloom 

 

1. If planted October 1, bring the first pots into the warmth after Christmas 

2. Wake gradually – Water and give 2 weeks indirect sun in a cool window 

3. Once the first shoots appear move to a warmer spot 

4. Once colour shows on the buds move to direct light. 

5. To prolong blooming move to a cooler spot at night 

 

Remember that you are simulating winter when you give bulbs cold treatment.  Bringing 

them slowly into the light and warmth simulates spring. Forced bulbs often don’t rebloom 

if you plant them in the garden. However, it is always worth a try but it is unlikely that 

you will get large blooms especially in the first year. 

 

Have fun and reap the benefits of colour and scent and the promise of spring. 
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